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Dy 4 Treatiſe tending to prove; 
that. every particular Congregations 
hath from Chrift abſolute '& entyre _ 
power, to exerciſe in & of her 
ſelſ every Ordinance 

ol God, | 
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\nd is an independant bad y,vot ſtanding . 
under any other Eccleſtaſticall auto- 
ritie out of iclelfe, ' 


„5 ya wellewiſher tothe Truth, 3 2 75 
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ier; is | 
Wo. All things. are yours. / Ys, 4 
; Pal. 149.9. Ss 
Tb bonour have the Saints, 
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inzed at Amſterdam, in the years A 8 
8 1 6 + 15 | 
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Dr 4 Treatiſe tending 20 prove; A 
thats every particular Congregations 
hath from Chrift abſolute & entyre 8 
power, 10 exerciſe in & of ber 
elf every Ordinance 
ol God, 


And is an independant bady, oot fiand' : 
under any other Ecele ſia ſticall auth. 
ritie our of it lelfe. n 


y a well-wiſher to the Tut... 
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Courteous Reader, 


Hile other Mew are 

Sf. handling with the coll 

5 exe ö affine of the K ing dome: 

| I thought it my dueiy 
(Having no calling to 

TX meddle that way) to im- 

ploy my le [fe in the publick 

ſervice of the Chu ch; And calling to mind 
the great wrong which ſome have dune her, 


in ſecking to wuhhold that glorious Liber- 


tie and p iviledge, which Jelus  Chrift 
bath purchaſed for her wih his owne blood; 
Conſidering (/ ſay, how mo ſt unjuſtly mane 
have aßumed and arrogated to themſelye, 


that. which is not theirs , but intruih the 
Churches, I haye pebliſhed this ſmall Trea- 


tiſe. Fn which. ( by the good hand of God 


affiſting mes) I hope to make it perFpicuous 


FD; 
* % 


and plaine to ever) judicious and iudiffe- 


rent Reader : That, whereas the Papifts 
place the power of ¶ briſt give to the Church 
in the Pope: The Proteſtants in the Bs : 

YG OT 4 "The 
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4 To the Reader. 


in the Presbytery : that. neither of them 
have right in this thing; but contrariwiſe 
that, Jeſus Chriſt, Lord & King of bis 


Church, hath giver the ſaid power of his 


£0 all his ſaints, and placed it in the Body of 
every particular Congregation : So that, 


he hath not ſubjected any Church of his, to 


any ſuperiour Ecclefiaſticall juriſdiction, 
then unto that, which is in 1 ſe. 


And whereas ſome ( «ſpectally of late) 


have g/ne ab ut to prove that the Brethren 
baye not his power among ſt the,but the {ame 
& wholy & altogether in the Officers hands. 
J pu p e (the Lord afi1fting me) to anſwer 


thing to h:jadicions Readerytotry & hold 
fast that which is good. 
' Now the good God, for his Sonne Chriſt's 
ſake, ſhew us mercie in all our aberrations, 
& diſcover them unto us more & more, and 
lead us into his Truthʒ and make us faith full 
in that which we have received, whether it be 
leſſe or more, unto the glory & praiſe of his 


Name, 
A. Treatiſe 


— — — 0 .. — 


e reformed Churches (an they are called) We 


ſuch of their Arguments as ſee me t bee of | 
moſt conſequence, And ſo ſbal leave the 
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Treatiſe tending to prove, that 
every particular Congregation , 
hath from Chri## abſolute and 
entyre povyer, to exerciſe in and 
of her ſelſe, every Ordinance of 
God. 

And 


an independant body, not ſtanding under 
any ot her Ecclefiaſticall Authoritie 


out of it ſelſt. 3 


Hough we intend no large 


. 


2) diſcours: notwithſtanding 
e it is not amiſſe, that wee 
) LY obſerve ſome fitt Method 
ud Order; In the hand- 

— ling therfore of the point 
Az. there 


rf Syons Prerogatiye, 


! here undertaken , wee ſhall (by the aſſi- 
| ftance of Chriſt doe this: 1. Wee will 
14 lay down certaine Arguments, grounded 
{| on the Scriptures , for the confirmation 
| of our aſſertion: 2. Wee will ſhew 
what is the judgemenn of learned men in 
the thing. And 3. give anſwer to ſuch 
obj ions as may ſeeme to carrie maſt 
weight againlt the ſame. 
The fitſt Argument we frame thus: 
Argæm. x {f thoſe (hurches planted by the Apoſtolique 
aſtitution- , bad power fully in them ſel ves 
immediately) from Chriſt, to pract ſe all his 
Ordinance: Ihen have all Churches ths like 
power now. 
But the firſt is true: Therefore the ſe- 
60nd, | 
The propoſition is cleare and certaine 
by thele Scriptures, 1. Cor. 5. 2.3. Ad. 
14.23. 2 Cor. 16.2. Col. 2. J. 2 Tucl. 
3. 14. | 
The aſſumption is acknowledged by 
ſundry of ours beſt writers, Tha! tt 
a On Re, „government of the Church (ſaith Mr, 
wel chap Bri h - | 1 
2% al man. 4) is common to all times 
Lig. 3, 25 and places; and that it is not to bee 
* ,z permitted to bee at the arbitrement of 
v men, to follow what way they lift , but 
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So Mr, Cartwright c , and B. Bilſou- 4574 


Syons Prerogati ve. . 
bat alwayes in reforming a Chareh, « 
vee muſt have recourſe noto the Hrft « 


by eginnings,to the which, as our onely “ 


ule , wee mult call back whotloeyer “ 


trayeth from it, and that thee are not. 


o be turped and tuned according to © 
he crookedne ſſe and jarring found of ! 
he lucceediog Churches. Mr. Parker b Polit. | 
b hath in effect the very lame Sprach; Eecl. .. 1, 


3 
name ly, becauſe the ficſt ftate of things 3 0. 


was bcft, & c. and tbe refore it muſt «Rep. zo 
needs follow , that Cuftomes, Lawes . Wbitg: l. 


and Ordinances,deviled fince, are not © 1. 21. 


ſo good for the Church of Chrift ; but“ aer 


the beſt way is to cutt off later inventi. *f © «ies, Fg 
ons, and to reduce things unto the an - pag. 3. 


cient ſtate, wherein at the firſt they were. Eccl. Po- 
And this agrees with Tertullians e laying lit. l. 4, 


of old : That is trueſt which is firſt; «2-14. 

that is firſt which is from the begin- 4 = 
g js 5 5 . Mar; l. 4, 

ning; that is from the beginning which . 4 


is from the Apoſtles. 
Our next Argument is thus framed: 


Obi 001917, nir it: us 
. 


A. 


likewiſe, Hooker gives à reaſon for i 5? 59, G 


f 
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8 Syous Prer o gative. 
Tell the Church; doth meane 4 particular 
Congregation: Then hath every partitular| V 

4 Explics, 3 = inge p wer in, & of it y Ct 

5.2, 534 elfe,to exerctje Ecel-ſmſtical Goyer nment., hen 

Exp.an "Op all othe; G Od pi. ituall Or dinances. | bu 
Ad. 8. Bat the first 25 true; Ther: fore the ſecond, | B 
Cc Forte. The pre poſition is cleare, and certaine, tom 
tert. f 42 maintained by the moſt judicious Di- Ppra& 

1857 . viges;”'z: U: ſinus 4, Z o inglius C, Dt. An- fort 

4 2. drewes c, Chemnitius d, Aretius e, Pelar- I 

F dem. gius f, Hunnius g, Vatablus H, Munter i, bmi 

g lem, Brza & Eraſmus , D. W bitaker m, Cart- ferr 

L :dem, wright u, D. Fulke e, Parker p, & others, | Tl 

idem. I be aſſumption is proved thus: That For 

5 7 1 Church, which Chriſt intẽdeth in Mat. Brig 

Ch, ' 32 I8.bath abſolute power in, & of it ſelfe ror 

I Parapha vs to per forme all Gods ordinances: but e. 

an Mat. „F Chriſt intendeth in Mat. 18. a particu- 

18, „lar Congregation; Therefore eyery par- 


. e „ ticular Congregation bath abſolute 


. power, is, & of it ſelfe, to performe all 
* 86 N 35 Gods Ordinances, 
n Co fut. Moreover, let it be obſerved; hat this 
Rhem. in Church in Mat. 18. is girEas a plat. form e 
Mar 18, cr. Example unto all Ciurches, to walke 
L 3 by. As Moyles was to make the Arke in 
bt cds, every reipea proportionable unto the pat 
7.79%, terne, wllchi bee lam in the Mount; even 
lo, &c. 1 5 


Syons Prerogatiye. 9 
Our 3. Argument is thus: 
Wbatloe ver was commauded to the << 
Churches to be practiſed by each of | 
hem, apart, in, & tor tbemſelvs; that no © 
burch of God mu} now omit, ce 
But Eccleſiaſticall goverment was 
ommanded to the 7 Churches to bee 
raiſed by each of them, apart, in, and“ 
or themlelves. 
Therefore no Churches of God muſt 
>mirt the practiſe of Ecelt ſiaſticall Go- « 
rernmevr, apart, in, & fot themſelyes, 
T he propoſition cannot be doubted off, . 
or as Chi ireus a; Atropeus b, Bullinger c; In Rev, 
/i ghiman az & others write, All Churbes 17 29. 
rom thele,ought to learn: what govern- , % cap. 
rt to exerciſeʒ hat Dod rines to teach; 5. 11, 
phat perſons to excommunicate; who to e In Rev. 
eceive, & to comfort; & tbe like, 2, Hom. 8 
The aſſumption is proved clearely in 4 2. 
hap. 2. ver. 2.14. 20. &c. Moreover, Ar. 22 S3. 
46% ' | | T1 
erkins e (ipeaking of thele Cuurches ) , E-xpoſ, 
ith : God gave to every of them power up. n 4 2 
x authoritie to preach the Word, admi- 2, 
niniſter the Sactam ẽts, reprove evil men, c. 3, v. 7 
Pecerne falſe Prophets, and to exclude all 
Pbftinate ſinners from all ſpirituall pri- 
lledges among them. ; 


„„ 


10 Sy0nus Prerogative. 


The fourth Argument followes, an , 
thus I frame it. | , 
Argum.4 If the (burch of (orinth bad power af? 
au horilie within her ſelſe; to exerciſe Eecl 
ſiacticall Goverr ment.; Tea and did it, 
meane the Miniſters, and the veſt of. 

Chu ch there; Then, engbt not partie 
Co. g eg itions now, to and under any ot 
Eccleſi ſtic ill aut horitie out of ihemſelyes. 5 
But the f ſt is true, therefore the il 

cond, 
The firft part is unqueſtionably ce, 
4 Cont. ꝙ taine; and of this judgemegt was I" 
Cent. 1. Willet 4, D. Fulke b, Zanchy c, Bucer 
b Hnſw. Piſcator e, D. Andre wes f, Pet. Martyr 
50 me Holanus b, D. Feild i, Parzus K, Z wil 
Rhem, n ile 
x Cor 3,48 lus „An Ot Ders. | ; __ 
e ln pre- Againe, whereas the Papifis and Hi 7 
cop. 4, rarchle doe lay, that the Church of ,, 
e. 16, riath had not ſole and alone authoriti 5 
3 in it ſelfe, to exerciſe Eccleſiiſticall G " 
Regn, 8 vernment; our writers, viz. Mr. Ca 1 
Obr. J 1, wii ght a, Mr. Parker b, and others, d * 
6. 9. ſound 
In x Cor 4 Obſerv. 1. f Tort. tor. pag:42« T1 

$8 Cor. 5 Ynt. Theoz! 7 c. 19 i Of the Church, 
4. 1, c. 5, k Id 1 Cor. 5, de Eccom, I Epichir, Uf t 
dc Can: Miſæ & adValent comp. | e E 
ARejutar.Rhem. 1 Cor. 5, 4, b Pol. Ecel, uni 
J. 3, c 4, p. 17, 18, Se. 


l 
Fl 


en 
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Syons Prerogatiue. 11 
ndly refute tiam , and prove the con- 
y by many realons. 


he latter part is proved before, in 


AAinors, ot che 1. and 3. arguments. 
? 


bo 


Our next reaſon I thus frame: 


J. ch ctions the Church may Lawfvlly 
; where no Law of ea is broken, 
Bur there is no L:w of God brobtu=, 
en p+ticu/ar Congregations dec n, and 
| þ: 14g th:mſelyes exerciſe all Gous Or di- 
ces. 


Therefore they may Lawfully doe it. 


Irgum, 5 


The proofe of the propoſition doth 
ile from the definition of ſinne; which 
Auguſtine 4 and Ambroſe biruely de- 4 Cont: 
e it; # either a dted, or werd, or thought, Fau: . 22 
ainſt ſime Divine Lew, Lombard c, 42 4 
20 | | 16. de 
quinas d, and other Schoolemen ( 85 pd 
ey are called) agree bereto, * EE 
The Aſſumption is maniteſted in our c 1.:b; 2, 
ſt Argument, the fiſt part of it. & IF: - 
| 4 1b 12, 
The ſixt Argument we frame tbus: $2 7+» 
If the Apoſtis gave comm andeme nt. uno Ar gum. 6 
e Elderſhip of Epheſus, for the whole ad. 4 
iniſtration. of all Orainances in that 
% bed ens 


- 


| 12 Syons Prerogative. 
Church, Then may the Elderſhip of eu 
1 particaiar Con gregation- adminiſter amy 
| themſelves all Gods Ordinance, 

But the firſt is true; There ſo e the ſeco 
| Tue M jor is proved two wayes! i, 
ll: aRom. Scripture, Act. 28;verſ. 17. 28. 2. By 
g Pent. teftimony of the learned Whitaker u. 
Cont 4, The Minor is undenyaol: ; For as Ml: 
1 Qu I,c.1 Brighimam b ſaith: there was one foripu 


ꝗ— — — — — — 


lu 


} i 5 2. ot government in all Churches; namelſſa! 
1 * that which is delivered us in the acts 

At | Au. 5c. 6 f | . . » 

| | 74g. 281, the Apoſtles, & the reft of their writing 
7 284. bere are exiant at this preſent diver 

[ | 6 On the Ireatiſes c, to prove that Chrift bath Muse 
tl fee. on. ſtituted but one onely forme of ( nuſpg 
of | 12, pag. G Il Ch U 
bl 505. 7overnment, , common to all Church. 
ſl c See ordinary, perpetuall, and beſt: ri 


} 
i Park Pol. Thus wee have proved the affirmati 
| | Kecl, 1.2, part of our aflertion; to wit; that ev ul 


ti 22 P- particular Congregation bath power n 
HH | 4 5. and for it ſelfe, immediately from Chi o 
0 fence of do exerciſe Eccleſiaſticall Governmeniipt 
7 godly Mi. all other religious Ordinances; Wee wifpE 
1 againſt now ſpeake a little of the other part; ti. 
1 Bridg. is, prove tbat particular Congtegatiqee 
bf and, doe not ftand under any other Eccleſiaf an 
5% y 48. call authoritie, out of themſelves; v ia 


{8 : Preſbyteries, Claſles,& Synods. 


1 


Syons Prerogative. 13 


Our 7. Argument is thus: 

Such offices aud callings, without *< 
which the Church of God is complete 
nd perfect, for Government, are luper .. 
luous and humane, 

But the Church of God may be com.“ 
Plete & perfect, for Government, with.“ 
but Presbyterian, Claſſicall and Sy oodi-“ 
Fall offices & callings. 
Therefore thele offices and callings 
Are ſupe i flous and humane. 
˖ | This Agument the Proteftants have 
uſed againft the Pope; & the Reformiſts 
painft Biſhops, A-ch-Biihops, Chancel- 

urs,&c, Now the {ame is eyery-way as 
irme & good, againſt Synods 8&Claſl-s; 
Sor without them the Church of God is 1 
Fully brought to complete perfection and 4 Learn, 
Paity. D. Fulle 4 confidenily e ffir meth 4c. Ecel. 
Jo mucb, That which Whitaker b writes Cv. po 


f geuerall Connſells, is by At. Parker c , De > 


Fpplyed (and rightly ) unto particular Qu.r, 5 
Pyaods. The Church of God ( faith 22, 23, 
ee) can well ſubſiſt without them, for © Po/ze.. 
Ihe was ſometimes without them;befides Eccl. f , 
Ne are not bound by any ſpeciall com- £1183» 
andement of God to bave them, 


—— ooo os —̃ ̃ — — wow —— 


Our 


= 


{ ö | TH $yons Prerogativt. 
O at 8. Argument I frame thus: 


Argum. B „. W atloever Government cannot b 
„ found commanded in the written wot 
„of God ought not to have any place ihr 
»» the Ci urch of God. Ir. 
„ But the Government of Presbyteriſlo 
»» Claſſes, & Synods, over many particulſo, 
* „ Congregations, cannot bee found come. 
4 „ manded in the written word of Godt 
„ Therefore it ought not to have aba 
2 plac n the bouſe ot God, F 


{ 


= « I. bd 

— - : 
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The fi ſt par: is grounded upon th C 

Scriprures: Eſa 8. #0. Mai. 28, . 

rt Teſ 5. 21 G J. 5. 1. 2 im 1.13. Like 

„ „ wile this is che judgement of ma 
« Epift-in learned men, Athanaſius alayth : II 
I „ Eccleſiaſticall Canons come from t. 
biaco. » Apoſtics, Cyprian b ſaith : From y 
&c. que , the Sctiprures doe ſpring , and thitiſi tet 
Atban. „ doe retnrve, whatſoever the Eccles cu 
| Ape. 2, „„ ftica]l Diſcipline doth require, , 
| S n. claith: Not (hew of eloquence, JF lay 
'F 5. 82 ,» Apoſtolicall Canons are required. N 
| | 1.1, p. 25. 55 Cartwright d ſaith: Nothing ſhoſ eat 
3 „ be placed in the Chureh, but wiff's. 
„ God in his Word hath — P. 


JA! 
YO! 
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Syous Prevopative; 13 

be like Theodorus 4, Ambroſe b, Igne- 4 1 Cor. 
c, Auguſtine d, Cyrill e, and others. iT, 

MF The ſecond patt is allo as mati feſt; b N x 
Sr it we once grant (as all Learsed bave Cor. 7, 
Iranted) that the Churches of the Apo- yp Ch ns 
igolique Conftitution, were independant 4 855 4 1 
Bodies , and exerciſed Ecclefiafticall Go- ; 


| 7 119, 
Ferament, in, and of themſelyes; then it ? In 10b.i 


of follow, that Claſſical aſſemblies, &c. 
Save their riſe wholy from the pleaſure 
ud will of man. | nn 


Our ninth Argument is thus framed : 
That Government Which meerely Arg. 10. 
enderh unto the tak ing away from | 
Particular Cougregations, their due“ 
power is unlawfull. " 
But the Government of Claſſes and «* 
ynods (as they now are) doth meerly << 
tend unto the taking away from parti- © 
cular Congregations their due power, bt 
Therefore that Government is un- 
lawfull. py 
The Major of this Argument may 
eaſily bee proved by ſundry places of 
Scripture viz : 1 Thefial.q.6. 3. 7h. 9. 
Frov-22,28 Dent.19,14-Galy.t, Allo, 
* it is 


16 Syons Prerogatiye. | 

it is grounded upon the definition © 
Offic, juſtice; which is, as Tully a, uſtinian- WO! 
b Inſtr, and others ſay, to give every one his own 1 


4 L. 3, 


J. T, tis. 1, And ſo much imports the word accor 
f · * ¶ ding to the Etymologie, or preciſe ſigni 
: „ fllication of ir;borh in Greeke e and La 
Ariſt,l.y, tin d. 5 
Ethic. e.7 The Minor is manifeſt, by the day] 
d IA practice of the Presbyterian goyernours 
jure. Fun y admitt of no independencie 10k 
ger. Ety. Charches, but ſubje& particular Congrey 
Triling. i a „ ay 
7.450, 2arions unto other ſuperjour Eccleſiaſti 2 
call juri{di&ion; then unto that which is ke 

within ic ſelfe. So that though the whole 

Church conſent and agree to doe ſomeſſga 

Eawfull act; I meane both Officers & id 
Brethren ; as the Election of Miniſters, Pa. 

- excommunication, &c, Yet. without theſp1l 
leave and approbation of the Presbyterie o 

or Claſſes, they may not do it. Vea thought 

the thing be neyer ſo Lawfull and neceſ- 

ſarie; notwithſtanding the Claſſes being 

againft ii, the Church muſt for- 

beare, and not doe it. And for this I can 

produce many inſtan cs. 
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Syons Prerogau vt. 15 


Our to. Argument we lay down thus. 
It is a ſin againſt God, to adde any 
ing, to that forme and manner of“ 
rdering Churches, which Chrift our“ 
-ayealy Prophet, bath ſet forth unto 
s iu the New Teſtament. Rab 
To labject particular Congregations ** 
Ender any other Eccleſiaſticall authoti «© 
y , out of themſelves, is to adde unto ©, =» 
* 04. 
at forme and manner of orderiog 18. Conf. 
w urches, which, & c. « Fauſt. 
Therefore it is a ſin to do it. « Mora. c. 
T be propoſition cannot bee excepted 14. 
INE: inſt; for tbe Scriptures herein are e- © 4% 
ident, Deut. 4. z. Joſh- 1.7. Prov. 30. 6. 8 3 
Fal. 3. 15. Rev. 22. 18,19. It it be a capi · / 9 
Ell crime, to adulterate the Kings coyn: clu t Pet. 
Low much mote, &c. And of this judgc- 5- 
ent are many learned men, yiz, a Au. ln Prov, 
Line, b Ball, c (hryſeftome, d Gul, 307 ©: 
Bede, f Cope, g J. Abbots, h Brentius, Hil.p.rs 
» Cartwright, k Elton, aud others. his 8 
Fhe aſſumption cannot for ſbame be 35. 17K 
Fayed; onely becauſe the weight of the 7 17 Prov. 
ntroverſie leaneth upon it, I Will ſpeak 35-0. 
arther of ir inthe next Section. | 87 
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16 Syons Prerogatiye. 
2 £35, it is grounded upon the definition of 
Offic, juſtice; which is, as Tully 4, Juſtiniau- b 
b Iaſtit. and others ſay, 20 give every one his owne 
J. I. tis. 1, Aud fo much 'imports the word accor Init 
t · * ding to the Etymologie, or preeiſe ſigni rd 
* ks. fication of itz both in Greeke 6 and La lea 
4710... 5. tin d. 8 : 31 
Ethic. e.7 The Minor is manifeſt, by the dayliſ T 
d Iu A practice of the Presbyterian governours nc 
jure. Fun n admitt of no independencie inſy 
907 Eey. Churcnes, but ſubject particular Congre- na 
riling, þ a we Th 
7.4056, Lations unto other ſuperjour EccleſiaſtiÞ 
call juriſd iction, then unto that which ih 
within it ſelfe. So that though the whole 
Church conſent and agree to doe ſome 
Eawfulla&t; I meane both Officers & 
Brerhren ; as the Election of Minifters, 
'- _excommunication, &c, Vet without theſ 
leave and approbation of the Presbyterie 
orClaſles,they may not do it. Yea though 
the thing be neyer ſo Lawfull and neceſ- 
faric ; notwithſtanding the Claſſes being 
againft it, the Church muft for- 
beare, and not doe it. And for this I can 
produce many ĩnſtances. J. 
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Our to. Argument we lay down thus. 
It is a fin againſt God, to adde any 
hing, to that forme and manner of * 
rdering Churches, wbich Chrift our“ 
eave uly Prophet, bath ſet forth unto © 
s in the New Teſtament. wy 
To ſabject particular Congregations 6 
nder any other Eccleſiaſticall autboti << 
7 , out of themſelves, is tos adde unto ©* 


©-:urches, which, & c. « Fauſt. 
herefore it is a ſin to do ĩt. « Mora. c. 
Tbe propoſition cannot bee excepted 14. 
gainſt; for the Scriptures herein are e- pln 498: 
ident, Deut. 4. 2. Joſh-1. 7. Prov. 30. 6. 4 in Lev, 
Pal. 3. 15. Rev. 22. 18, 19. It it be a capi · /. g 

all crime, to adulterate the Kings coyn: e lu t Pet. 
ow much more, &c. And of this judgc- 5+ 
Heut are many learned men, viz, a As. ] Prov, 
tine, b Baſil, c (iryſeftome, d Cyril, TY 0. 
Bede, f C ope, g J. Abbots, h Brentius, Mw 
A. Cartwright, k Elton, aod others. . 

Fhe aſſumption cannot for ſhame be 35. 17 A 
enyed; onely becauſe the weight of the 7 In Prop. 
dntroverſie leaneth upon it, I will ſpeak 37-6 


, 2 8 4 / v | 
arther of ir in the next Section. Ct : 9B 
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18 Syons Prerogative. 
There are yet other reaſoos to prox 
our Aſſertion; the which I will here lf 

dowue more brie ff. wy 
1. It every Elderſhip have alike ar 

a Ep. ad equall power, as Hierome «, Cyprian 
Ena. Bucer c, and others affitme; then me 
6 L. de u- not the Officers of one Congregati 
nit: Eccl, ſeeke by authotitie to lupprefle the Ad 

c DeReg. and decrees concluded in anoth 

Cht: 11 5 0 11 Other. 


9 


2. It is againſt ſence;, that a Minift 
ſhould undertake the cre of moy 
Churches then one : whoreads in Scri 
| ture of 4 ſteward over many Families, 
d Lib: 1, ſheepheard over diverls. flockes , & 
02 Nature bath ordained ( faith Ariſtotle 4 

K e Eon 

3. Is it likely that the Prelbyteri; 

power ſhould be of Gods approving;at 

yet he never mention it in his word, T 

e lewel: argument the Hierarchy, e uſ: ayail 
2 Popith Offices; and the Retorwifts 
. againſt theirs. Here 1 may not om 
div j, Z winglius g Speach, ſpeaking of Synoc 
f D. Latẽ Wee willingly beleeve (faith he) chat y 
DSy0ns are a repre ſentative Church; for a tr 
P., 9: Church you are not, But I pray ya 


4 Aning! ſhew us, whence you fetch this nam 
Art. 8, 


bl. Who bath given you this name ? Wii 


Sy ons Prerogative. I9 
J. rh given you power to make Canons, 
mpole things on mens ſhoulders, grieve 
heir conſcience, & c. And a little after 
ee ſaith: Of this repreſevtative Chureh 
finde nothing is the Holy Scriptares , 
Put of mens deviſes auy may faigne what 
; hey liſt; wee reſt in the Holy Scripture, 
"Poainſt which thou mayſt not attempt 
Iny thing, if thou be a Chriſtian. 
9 4. Wboſoever ſhall deny our aforeſaid 
Iſſertion, muff of neceſſity bold two di- 
toct formes of Church government to 
Pee lawtull ; one where particular Con- 
Pregatiobs doe in, and of themſelves, 
FÞxcrcile Gods-Ordinances; the other 
Fhere they ſtand under another Eccleſia- 
Ficall authority out of themſelves. Now 


Jo bold this, is dire& ly all one, as to hold 
vo wayes to heaver;diftint & oppoſite 
n themſclves, which is very ſcandalous 


u Religion, and that which cannot ftand 


| | 


vich truth, 
5. Let it bee obſerved, that for this 4D. hi. 
eaſon (among other) the Learned a ſay: 5 4 
be Pope is Antichrift; viz. becauſe he will qu, 4. ; 
Faye men to appeale from their owne Chamier. 
hurches-unto him; and to ſtand unto 7-6, con- 
is Sentence and Decree. Aud doe not Jett 2. 
1 B 2 the 
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the Claſſicall Aſſemblies and Sy nods, take 
upon them an authority much like to it; 
in ſubjecting many Congregations toni 
them, requiring appeales to be made to 
them, and that the ludicatory belongethᷣ 
to them as if their power were above all 

Churches, Ve 
6 What more meet and reaſonable; E; 
then that every mans caſe be there beard 
avd determined , where the fault was 
ep. l I committed: fo ſaith Cyprian, It i» © 
Epi7.3- not fit that they, over hom the Holy .I 
Ghoſt bath made us overſeers, ſhould . 
go too aud fro. He ſpeaketh of carry» ©& 
ing matters away from their owne **Þ, 

Cburcb, unto others b. | 

7 Note the effect, if it ſhould be other - 
wiſe ; which is, that every particular 
Conpregation muſt hence nece ſſarily 
8 lole ner own proper right in goverom ęr, 
| C re . and lo of a Miftris become a ſervant : ir. ff; 
23. ſtead of being ſuperiour,wilfully voſlall, . 
2 Tim. 1. and ecflave her (elf, which thing is con. 
3. eb. 4 trary to Gods wil, revealed in his words, 
14.Rev.2 8 Seeing the Apoſtles, bet eſoe ver 
4 vol, they eonſtituted any Church, with do. 
"I 1%. 1 crine, immediately e ſtabliſbed in ir, E- 
::0. cle ſiaſticall goverument d; for * 
| this 
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(as D. Amts a ſaith)there could have 7 De 4 
n vo cobliog of the parts and mem * 1 
ce together. It muſt needs follow, that . iu 
Ii primitive Chu ches were independẽc 
(Oflies , and ftood not under any other 
o Fleſiaſticall authotity out of thẽlelves. 
h d how ſuch as ſtand for Pregbiterian 
erment,wil be able to prove a change 
tbis, I do not yet ſee: eſpecially, conſi · 
ing that the Learned (as I ſhewed bes» 
eb) dohold, that there is but ove cer- 
ne,neceflary,and perperuall forme and 
ner of ordering Churches, And this al- 
is the judgement of Calvin e, P. M. e Calv, ad 
, PD. Bilſon e yea, the Confeſhon of Sad. 
e Churches of France f, of the Loy. 4% Rem, 
Pantries g, and Scotland b, in a word, to * Go 
is the Papiſts s aſcent, 338, Je. 
9 By the titles given to all particular F Harm. 
Jongregations, it appears evidently; that conf, art. 
Pat Eccleſafticall authority is (or at leaſt 22, 
ght to be) in every one of them, di- Ws 
nctly, wholely, entirely; vi. a King-;, 1. 


reat, 


we k,n Family i, a Body m,a Ducenl,&c, f the tif 


L 


> 


Rae, Church, 5 Sander, viſib. Mon. lib, i; cap, G. 
Mt, 3, 2. I Eßbeſ. 2, 19. m 1 Cor. 14. 401 
Lj.. . 
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22 . Syons Prerogative. 

For what more ſenceleſle then to (ay 
Kingdome, or Family, ftanding 
another Politicall or Oeconom 
Government out of themſelves; at 
having all parts and members, and 
may neither receive in, nor put out, u 
out 7 2 mol leave and conſent. 

The Actes of the Apoftoli 
Churches prove ditectly our aſſerii 
For it is without all contradiction, 
they elected their owne Minifters , 
communicated offenders, ſent me 
gers, & performed all other ¶ Hurch n 
ters among themſelves. 

By this time I ſuppole the indiffer 
Reader ee that the Scriptu 
are fully with us, & agaiuſt our oppoli 
in this point; Notwirhftanding tee 

they doe pretend that they have oa tt 
fide a multitude of learned, and go 
nap et (accord ing as Feſtus, kno 

ing that Paul to have appealed v 
(#ſar,did reaſonably teſolve, ſay ing u 
{eſar,ſhalt thou go ſo) I am wel conret 
hear what reverend & judicious auth 
doe ſay herein. And if they will tar Nc 
their ee I doubt not but 
make i it certaine 2 that as wee have 


— — oo —— — —— — ——— — — — 


Syons Prevogative, | 23 


zord' of God, lo them wich us al ſoʒat leaſt 

1 their wrizings,what ever their practice 

vas or is. | 

Toe allegations of the Learned , which 

purpoſe here to ſertdowne , ſhall bee 

aken: 1. From Pap ſts; 2. Lutherans ; 

. Calvinifts; 4. Engliſh Conformiſts; 

. The Non- - Conformifts ; 6. Ancient 

Veiters; And laſtly, the Confeſſion of 

Le formed Churches. 8 elarm 

Howſotver mes Champions a. wil ben, .; 

"have none now o meddle with Caurchs e. * 

Bovernment, but Preifts Biſhops, Pre. in Mat. 

1 ales, & yet they doe acknowledge, that 25 17, 
Ss che primitive-Caurch,according to the 10er. 

ptuprecept of Chrift in Mat. 18. off: oders, ride Tops. 

ol: fter the firſt and ſecond: adroonition, { ee, - iy 5 

* brought to the whole congregation, Ey: & E- 

met ĩn one place together ; that is: the vangel. 

Ghriftians with their Bilhop, or Paſtour; 5. 280. 

aq; and there, if they continued impenitent, " Stapl. de 

by the conſent. and approbation of all, ee 

ud they were excommunicated by the Mi⸗ 0 

0 niſter 6. 7 T0 e r, 
Marke (I pray cher Kader j the mar- Sed. x, 

Mar efficacy ob ithe truth „ en ne, "ug. 
orceth a reſtimony thereof, even from 4 

them! tht arg to it. che nee, 7 

It 
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24 Syons Prerogative. 
It is here acknowledged (as the truth is of 
the right of Eccleſiaſticall Government, er 
at firſt was in the body of every particulatſiſ 
Congrega: iõ, there lay the whole power: In 
I ao not lay cniefly, but wholly ; ſo that 
what ſpirituall power is now atſumed 
adove this: whither it be Papall or Epi!- 
copall, whither it be Claſſicall or Synodal, 
theyare humane ordinances, and apparent 
violation,of a divine inftitution, 

8 Sarawa Others of them ſpeak 4as plaine: All 
cont. Bex, Ecclefiaſticall authority, primarily, pro-“ 
2. 62. perly, and eſpecially belongeth to the << 
N 1 1 Chucrh, to the Officers inſtrumentally “ |, 
2 6. Age minifterivlly , and ſo far onely, as it re- 
3 ſpecteth the execution of it. Here is < 
nothing ſaid to juſtifie Minifters, in ta- 
kiog more autborizy to themſelves, then 
tbey grant their Congrepations ; but a 
re ſtimony tothe contrary ; For what they 
do is onely Minifterially; as the fervants 
of the Church; and therefore a moft un- 
ſeemly thing (without the Charebes 
fore-knowledge, liking and conſent , to 
make acts or decrees ; but more, to binde 

V L. 2. ca. men to the keeping thereof, yhitherthey 
24%de inſt ill or no. e 
r- To ttbeſe we will adde Aiphonſus b de 
| . "og ; (otro, 


Syors Prerogativs 25 
Is oſtro, and Franciſcus Vitoria c,the Mini- 78 
Jer of Can ui; bot h the ſe affit me, that all 9 — 


iſhops do receive juriidictios & power Eccl, 3 2. 
mediately from God. If fo, iben one 
et ds not to ſeck anot bers authority, for 
very one in his cw Cburch, may Jaw- 
ly adminifter ali Gods ordipavces, 
bither others, otherwhere dolike or not. 
bus God, who brought light out of 
arknefle; ordered il eſe mers tepgues, 
give witncfle unto his ruth, 
either may Cuſar u 4 words be unte- 5 ow 77 
embred ; who ſpeeking on ibis place,; 7 & 6 
o thee will ] give 1he keys, ſaith ibis 14,15,16, 
&cmiſe of Chriſt, mutt be referred unto 
whole Cburcb. Sanders c, Scultir giuu a, cDe vißib. 
d others of them, give the lame t xpeſi- Mon. l. T, 
jon; vir. hat when Chriſt premiled Pe e, 
the keys, be jp perfor preſented the gy M 4. 
dy of the Chureb. According to theſe 3. 103, 
ns writing, the power of binding and 
pling, elect ion of Mivifters, depoſition, 
d the like, is in the body ot ibe Congre- 
tion; if lo, then Claſſis and Synods 
e it not. I mean of right. 
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26 Syons Prerogative: 
John Ferus,a Frier of S. Francis Orde! 


a Such dut podlier then the 4 common fort 

Bucanan treating (in his Commentaries , v:ritteſſ” 

deſcribeth on the Aces) of the Example of Per 

Francif how bee was required to runde ra real 

en of that which hee had done; maketh th 

note upon it: Peter the Apoſtle, & chei 

of che Apoſtles, is conftratoed to give. 

account to the Church, neither doth hq 
diſdaine it; becauſe hee knew himſe 
not to be a Lord, but a Miniſter of tt 

Church. The Church is the Spouſe q 
Chrift, aad Lady of the Houſe : Peter 
Seryant and Minifter ; wherefore tl 
Church may not onely exact an accou 

of her Miniſters , but alſo depole theny. 

and reject them altogether , if they be 
not fitt. So did they in old time ve 
often; But wicked Biſhops now will n 
5 be reproyed,no not of the Church, nor 
þ Fer. in ordered by itʒas though they were Lorc 

Act. 11, not Miniftets 6. 4 

What can bee more for us then thi © 

Fot hee abſolutely grants us the thinſ / 

' which wee ftand for; that is; that t ? 

Church is above her Offiers; and ther} © 

fore may require, when there is juſt ocq 

lion , a grit account of their —__ 7 

„. 
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Yea more, if ſhe finde them unfai:hfull, 
whether it be in carying themſelvs more 
ke Lords then Servants ; or inſtead of 
executing the decrees and Sentences of 
the Church, deviſe Lawes apainft her; or } 
inftead of. maintaining ber right, "3M | 
dome and priviledges, ſeeke to bring her | 
into bondage, be may put them downe, 
and place better in their roome. 
I could here produce others of them; |. 1611 
viz. Grat ian 4, Gregory 6, P. Eueas 811. 5.3, 6, | 
vias 6, Pope Auacletus 4, Sixtus Senenſis e, b Lib. 4, | 
Thomas of Aquine f,Alexander of Ales g Epiſt. $,2 | 1 
John Scott h, %c, ſome affirming ae . [| 
the greateſt anthoritic is in the Church, Conc. 
that the leyes were given to all the Apo fes; ab. 1. 
1 others that 44 Biſhops are eq nal in power; 4 2 21 
and the like. But wee will leave theſe c. in nov. 
men , and come to more autbenticke Tel, 
witnelles, — e Bil: Sãct 


It is affirmed by the (centuries of! 8 


Meydenburg, that from Chriſts aſcenſion, + f In 4. 
unto Trajans 3 time,which i is about a 100 ſent: diſt, 
yeares, every particular Church was go- 2. 4. qu. 3 
yetned by the Biſhops, Elders, and Dea- _ 

cons.of the ſame. . & Sum. 


| Thes, ö 
15 y Moreover part. 4, 


Ju. 10 ug 4 in Mapiſ ſent; 1.4, diſt, 19, arte i, 1 
Cent. 1,0 Cent. 6, 7, Col. 50 | 
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57, Cc. ercile Eccleſiafticall god etument, and al 
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Moreover, deſeribing the ſtate of Chi. 

4 Cene 2. ſian Churches, from Trajans a reign, un. 
6.7 5. 134 9 Severus, (that is,from the year of Chr if 
135. loo, to 195) thus they write: /f any read 
the approved Authours of thus age, he ſhal 

ſee that the order of govermen was popular; 

fæ all Charches had equall pow? of teach. 

ing purely the Word of God, adminiſtratio 

of the Sacraments, excommunication of He 
retichs,and wicked perſons, looſing the pene 

tent; (bo eleflion and ordination of Mini 

nifters, and the depoſition of them again 

for juſt cauſes, 


bOn Rev, Mafter Brightmanb comes low: 
c. 12. pag. 


503,506, down even unto 4 onſtantines time, anc 
is of opinion, that the Primitive puritie © 

of Church Government was not yet 
deflonred with the dreggs of mans in- 
ventions. Neither bad Satan brought 

in Prelatfcall pride into the Sheepfold * 

of the Lord: but the Paftours looked 

every one to the health of his owne* 

Flocke. 1 f 

eSe, Mr Hence it appeares, that far the ſpa 
Iacob nec, of 200 or 300 yeares after Chriſt c 
Rofor.ps, every viſible Caurch had power to ex 


my, % 1, A an © 


| 
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'Þther Gods ſpiritoall Ordinances (the 
ae ans of lalvation } in, and for it lelf, 
wme diately from Chriſt, And this is a 
bing ſo certainly true,as I thick will not 
e denyed. 
u bat autbority then (to uſe anothers « 4B, Bilſon 
peech) had others after the Apofiles agas Sem, 
leatb,to change the Apoſtolike Govero- Eee 3 
nent? Bur ſeeing they have done it; 18. Exod. 
„bet muſt we doe? Thus: leave tbeir 23.2. 
aventions , and returne back to the Mat. 15. 
hucches of the Apoftulike irſtitution; 24. &c. 
I. ad from them, take our patterne and © ½2. 
platfor me, to walk by ,& tl us Gcd teach. 485 0 
eth d us to do: and learved men alſo: v.. Sir 
Arnobius e, Ignatius f. fulianm ꝑ, B; en- e De Bap. 
el h, D. Reinolds i, and others. But to go Heret. 
IJ forward with our wiine ſſes. Def. Ap, 
. From thele, let us aſcend to the very 614-646 
fic Worthies, who bave brought us . WED * 
great part of the light of the Goſpell in 8 fer; 
this later s ge, Z win glius 4 and Lui her: 195.439. 
. firſt ſaith thus, / Excommunication is © He was 
JK fot in the Biſhops, gatbered together in no Lutbes 
a Sy nod, but the right and power thereof, 4 Val 
is inthe Copprepation: And therefore Com * 
according to Chrifts Commande ment, in 
Mat. 18. Offenders ovght to be biought 


10 
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to the Church, wherof they are mẽbers 4, 

and being obſtinate by the Church, the f 
Epichrs- Paftor pronouncing the Sentence, are to 7 
ſis de Ca- be cutt off. 

non. Miß. Againe concerning calling to the Mi- 
b Eccle- niſtery, he ſaith b : The right of Election 


4 Art. 31 
Explat. 


fiaſtes, 
C Tom. 2 


P23: 374» 


is in the whole Church. 
Mr. Luther, another excellent witneſſe 1 
of Chriſt, affitmes c: that the Church hath 
the right and power to judge of any Do- I 
ctrine, allo of callipg the Minifters of 
the Goſpell; or, if they ceaſe to be faithful 
| to depoſe them. | 
d Exam: Chemnitius, anotber famous man, and 


par: pap. ; | 2 
226, 227 of rare learving among the followers of | 


228, Luther, is herein with us like wile; For 
Harm: he teſtifietb, that Election a, excommunt- 
in Mat. cation, examination of ſentences e, &c. be- 
* 17, log unto the whol church, Agaid, obſet ve 
Fab, what hee atiributeth in anotbet place to 
con. Trid. ; o 
Dart. 1, the Congregation ; what to the guides 
p. 2, thereof: To the firſt power f, to the later 
F Exam. the adminiſtration- of it. Melancton g, 
c.. bath the like diftin&ion of it, - 
8 r! ] could here mention many others of 
them, which conſent with us fully ; as 
de reg. if hong Ie 

Obriſt, Sarcerins a, Brentins , D. Rungius c, Hun- 
In Mat 8 4 11114 d. | 


18, 6 Excgeſ, in Ioh. 12, 23, cIn 1 Cor. 5.3, 4. 


£ 
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, d, Ofiander e, Salnec cer f, Pelargus g, d In Mat. 


and without Claſſes and Synods; but In A. 6 
n che other ſide they grant tbem( l mean 1 . 
the Elderſhip and Brethren) right & 6, & 14, 
ower, to practiſe in & among themſelvs I 
Il Gods ordinances, 29 2 Cor. S. 
For thoſe now (whom for dikinct ion 

ke) wee name Catyiniſts; rbele men (I 105 
e it) are the multitude of Godly and 

arned Minifters, which doe(as they ſay ) 

tee in judgement and practiſe with 

11. 11 FA E 
| Peter «Martyr a in his common 4 C 


a:es, making the Church a Monarchy, cn. I Jeck. 


reſpect of Cbriſt, an Ariſtocracy in. 
(pe of the Elders ; addeth allo, that 
cauſe there are matters of great weight 
importance, referred unto the people, 
excommuniecatiòn, abſolut ion, chooſing 
F Minifters,and the like ; it hath allo a 
ufideration of a popular goverument. 
che ſame judgement was Tunis b: % Ecel. 
Ihe whole Church (ſaith hee) dught to I. 3, c. 1, 
uſe, that is, the body copſiſting of the 
; derſhip and people , by equall and 
| common 


Wha >, v0 wWywu _ %S * 


i In Act. | 
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common voyces. This is the right mane 5 
of chooſing Miniſters. * 
Com. Pl. With them joynes M uſculus a, V * 
ele, Mi. ret b, Bullinger c, Danaus d, Gualter « 
b Groun, Sybrandas f, D. Aornæus g, Morell b 


Rll. 3. Tlenus i, Ge. all theſe, I lay, do direct. 


* 


Pee. 5. 4 ffitme the ſame thiog: viz. that all pa 


41. Tim, ticular vifible Courches, have full po 
5. 22. to ordaine and chuſe among the mſel vi 
e Hom. in fit Miniſters, Neither can it be gachg- 
45. 13. Z red(to my knowledge) any where io th 
fReſp. ad writing, that unzo a full and compleſſſ. 


Hug, pag. calling of Church Officers, any more EF. 


150.  Cleſiaſticall authority and power is re 
g Hit. p. quired, then that which Chrift hath ff 
422 Ce. in every Congregation , diſtingly at 


Ten, 4+ apart. __ E 
1904. ad To the ſame purpoſe they write, abe 


Com, La. Excommunication,and the abſolut ion, I. 
V. 4. 8, & the reconciltation of the excommunicalll © 
Epos. 14 thoſe are actions (they ſay ) common A 
the whole Church, and not of any privai,. 
perſon, or perſons. N 5 
Baſtingius K (peaking. of ibe diflf. 
rence between the two Keys, that a 
Preaching, and the other of Dilciplind 
& Catech. placetli it. in mois : that the for mer, v ; C 
Nj. ie pieaching of rhe Golpell, is col © 
| mitte 


* 
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mitted to tbe Miniſters; the other, be- 
Jcaule it appertaineth to tbe diſcipline of 
communication, is permitted to the - 
bole Church. 
To bim we will adde Urfnu 2, who Carb 155 
Feacherh thus: Chriſt in theſe words, 799. 
lat. 1 8.1 2. I bee refuſe to heare the privees 1 
Church, & c. expreſſy commandeth all, * 5. 
whoſoever (being after this fort admoni- Ne 
heg by the Church) will not repent, to 
e, by the common conſent. of the 


— 


7 \ 


& + 


b 


burch excommunicated , untill. they re · 
ent. Abd whoſoever are encommunica - 
f Jed, they apaine profeſſing. and ſnhewing 
In their actions amendment > are altoge=- _ 
{ 9 in like ſort received into the 
burch, as they were exiled from it: 
Namely, by the judgement of the Elders; © 
y. the conſent of the Church, and the 
Iutbority of Chriſt, and the Scripture. 
nd that denuatiation » whereby one is 
xcomnmunicated, is not in the power of 
Ie Mivifter of the Church, but in the. 
wer ol rhe Church, and is F in the 
; ame of the Church, becauſe this com- 
Podement was given by Chrift unto... 
7 F. Church, For he ſaith exprefly : Tell 
L Church, And ig = lege is 


Piſcator, | 


= 


: 5 . x PR. 3 2h, Hee 
n . 4 a „» bre a 
. 
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7. 0% Pen, 1 Caen b, Flle, 
Ting any { a; Me Teal, 


'H ypeviu b, PrÞbiiritu l, M & 
41 1Cor, ed panic ch, 5 


-.-- others.” 
3 125 Toit 175 27270 be. 
Fats 3 for ma 0 idem, Jo for vs in th 


iat. Bb. Whirgif 


19 5 


7 Gen. in 
1 Cor. 5. Oburch 45 poplar, An nd to pa ES 1 
g Synt_ ter, I call it popular, faith be) cad 
— f the Chitrch bad infere almoſt in eve 
b Com, in thinp, With kim B, Bilſo op agtee 
x Cor. 3. And Frltetn tbüz: in thi Primiti 
3 In 1Cor, Charth the f Pecßte ala propoſe , Ban 
ki » elect, Add 84 as dell a3 the (letz 
n Mat, 


ch ide 0 0 the Presby terers 4 0 Tc 
T Skill tò jud yett ople bad as tn 

5 Us 2 ri dür e ul 5 and . 

IS; Mat, 1 did s 1 ey did « a 
18. ir aWa este et. A pains: 9, M 

| » Anno in i ip thee | bea 50 A 1 
: 2 Theſ, 3, Belton, che Jeet, e peopl 
| 74 b. Tothele we Hill Till bg 4. 4.80 l 
1 defen w formble 1. 75 of ut upland ; 3 y 
4 aga. T, C. 
l 1 
2. 5 Perpet. Guben, 156. 7 Cha. 
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to coufeffeth; th. 
the Ab oAlek 0740 the fate of uf 


Whinakyr, et: Wallet, ind Thin, P | 


we 
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. 95; 

1* afi;merh a,that Eecleſisftigal autho-. 7 

ty, Pr. bs primarily, & eſſentially 7 
longeth to the whole Charch;unto Bi- 
hops «overly accidenjally,and ſecondarily. f 
$0 2gaine Þ, The chiefs judgement in all * þ De Rom 
j ipinall cal es, is the Churches. 1775 come * . 


Bell faiths, Excommnication preciſe. me 


chiefly, pertaiveth to the Church; e Regim, 
$91 that {hee hath. authority to eommit of. the. P 
d re thereof to ſome ſpeciall Church: 
3 + that purpoſe ; and choſen for ©2; 2 4 
- hen : | 
ae lame effec} Wille d. - And 2 9, 
r& la >, that excommunication-is: 3 44. 
be common action of the Church, and 4,9 
ot of any private perſon, or perſohs: e Com, on 
Ei fo the IV on- conformil(ts, I bavealrea- Tit. ca. 3» 
bewed, that they, conſent fully with ver, 10. p, 
* Appen ſome thing ware; 7 '®* 
A» 1 850 of them and the rather, 
4 6 the 100 e eee ect 
ö the thing we take to be tho "oh 
m ee Sep ect of them: 


1 very poin 1 handled. Tbe 
C Doctout 


I. 3. c. 5 


— col the Zygliſh Phritaniſme ; « Boke 
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PoRour fteutly maĩntaineth, vix. the! 
particular Churches «re dependant, ant 

tand under another Eecle ſiaſticall autho 

rity out of themſelves. The other lait 

4 Lib. 2. otherwiſe;and often affirmeth 4, that th 
gar. 2. par adwiniſtration of all Churct-matiers, « 
1. firſt was in every Congregation „the 
right in the Church: the execution it 

the Presbytery thereof. For this parpold 

1 he inſtanceth Cenchrea b; howſoe ver i 
1. pa. 

2, Pp. 42. Was the port of Corinth, and not fart 
24. from it, as Radcliffe or Lime-honſe c 
London, yet it was a difiiv& Church 
from that of Corinth, and alike indueq 
with full power s of Eccleſiaſticall Gg 
verument. I \F 
Maſter Parker ſpeaks dowe-tleby i 
this thing, and proves by Text of Serif 
tures ; judgement” of ancient Fathers} 
Confe on of Proteſtant Divines, ant 
many unanſwerable redſons: that d al h 
Ecclefiafticall power is alwaies in th 
© whole Congregation , from thence 1 
flowes, as from the fountaine; «641008 
ſame it teturnetb as to the Ses. 

. Vato theſe we will adde the; Aytbot 05 
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ine opinions of the rigideft ſorx of 
. 1 5 are called Puritsines a, in the E 
\-Falme of. IO among other bs for- 
10 ths. ward prom 
rr c They hold and maintaine that eye- ſours 
MI Company Congregation, or Aﬀembly 5, id 
by men, ordinarily joyning' together i in I, againſt wy 

> true cd Cut, of God, is a true pin rhe Cere- 


L; that wi the Word and Will of God, 
fey ongbt to have the ſame (piricuall 
Fiviledges, Prerogatives, Officers, Ad- 
Tiaiſtrations, Orders, and fermes of Di- if 
Ine worſhip. . - | 
3 They bold that Chriſt Jeſus bath 2 x 
xſabjefed any Church or Congreg = 
Jon of his, to any other ſuperiour Recle- 
Safticall Juriſdi&ion „ then unto that | 
Sbich is within it ſelf : ſo that if a whole = | 
urch, or Congregation , ſhall erre in 1 


22 — — . Sk „ =” = 


C3 any, 


rut Ge — DOE — 1 
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Sh Wy 3H, 
IU here iq nothing b Gi g F i Cafecon. 


6 thers of our aoto#7 ds dan g 12 4, c, 29. 


IL the like, u. D-vAmprcs . 2 

l. 151er VH. Fenner d, 54. C, Gig. Nr 

le he Eoglih, Church at E149 Pins. — 
J Queep Maj a „it waz ce a t 


7 pom that f th HOY eis and Jentonrs, Brig. 4 
12 and jo — 1. have 1 whe 15,10. 


0 malę an) of Deeress, 108 Demon. 
72 aaa 0 binds 5 N 10 * 15 
lbs mbcr i 1 15 he 1 2 a: 78. FDifeen E 


3 in cet, 4. he made by. th 5 Gase 7 troubl. 
* 77 — gelivereg. f NN 3 
hal be expommunicaied; vt t. ITE 13. 
ſt heard by ris whale Chinghs That t 
Ministers and Seniours, and exe? of them.s. 
e ſohjelt te Exclefi 77 4 57 7 
Prixate members af ie Church be- 
u Neicher (ball. Mx Hookers. 
2007 be unremembred ; who athcme » anſiver 10 
hat 4 particular Congregation wer lowly Pagers 
nd wichous ſm, call 4 Miniiter , 'w without * o, queſt, 
againſt the Ry. ver: of the Claſtis inſ. 11. 
nd be give kn realop far /i.2. oo 
which, helen 720 ang perfeth iber: 
Pers an Claſit; lad peter fut. 2. 
Pen: Ku a pantigular (ongregaiian, bad 4 
f ſel #14. * nn 2 


and 


eli 'L In bis 


, 


| E Euſ. l. 3. as ſome a thinke, Paſtour of the Church 


c. 


22. 


Gods ſpirituall Ordinanccs, in and for it 


od willing I will do) in order, accor- 
ding tothe times in which they lived, . 


99. manifeſted, that it was then (6) the maner 
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and compleatly called, before any Claſtis, 

Ergo, &c. | | | | | J 
Howſoever, l have mentioned already i 


{ome teftimonies of the moſt ancient. 
times, after ihe Apoftles downward, evenþa! 


while any ſoundneſſe of the Goſpell didi 
ſhew it ſelf in the world. Notwithſtan. Ib 


ding, that this right and due power of the 


Church, for which we ſtand; may nor beſſti 
thought a Novelty, and ſo nnbeſeeming $a 


. Chriftians to imbrace it. I have thougbtþr 


it conyenient, to write ſomething fur · . 
ther herein; that is, to ſhew that the beſtf⸗ 
approved Aathours, after the Apoſtles, þ-- 
are dire&ly with us , in this thing alſo ts 
affirming, that every particular viſible 
Church of Chriſt, ha th power to exercile 
Eccleſiaſt icall Goyernment, and all other 


ſelfe immediately from Chriſt. And thisþy 


To begin firſt with Ignatius, (who was 8 


at Ant ioch) in his writings we finde it 


of viſible Churches, 10 come together in || 


Say ay we hoes ang © wt — 2 —— 8 64. 9 Wo 
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5 ye place, a to worſhip God, having Biſhops, „„ 

1 ard D unto dun Offen ; 1 HO 
ly phom the people freely choſe by voices, on Magnef, * | 
nt ting up of handt. Is it not bence ap- Trad, 

-nþarenr, that Copgregations in this age 

id vere free, and couldexerciſe among 
1-Fbemſelves, all Gods ordinances, 

be Ter tullian relating the maner of Chri- 
xtian Aſſemblies in bis time b, laith c, They , In 260 
p fame together into one Congregation, for 10 c Tertul. 
rey unto God, for to rehearſe the Divine Apel. c. 
. Periptures, and with holy words-10 nouriſh 
ft, ſtir up hope, and faſten confidence. 

{nd they ujed exhortations,reproofes, and 

ine Cenſure. e — 

Origen d writes mueb to the ſame pur- d In oſu, _ 
pole. Such 4s were br oughi in the third Hem. 7. 
lace for ſin unto the Congre gation: if they En. 225. 
tood ob ſtinate, by the judgement of the 
yhole Church were excommunicated from 
he body, the Elders of the Church pronounce. 
ing the ſentence, Obſerve here, be ſaith 
For, that the matter was carried to a 
Pynod, and there firſt determined, &c. 
ut names onely the Congregation, and 
Elders thereof ; notwithſtanding bad | 
there been any fuch ſnperiour judicatory | 
Aflcmbly, is it likelybee would have o- | 
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43. Sani Prer o gatinte. 
. and me utiqued a ſubordinate 
ap 


58 | tnfesivur one. 


EZ...4 s Oman Rubop of Carthage a ſhe werk 
M AAS ho 8 ay before tog 
Epiſt. 14, El ers, but the whivie-multicyde, without 
| S 10, Whole content ab) nothing was done. 
„L. I. Ep. And ſpeaking of calling totde Miviftery, 
| "i . he Gaidb't, The freaple hays. pamer gringi- 
[ pally tachuſe morthy Miniſtert, and refuſe 
un mori ones. What can bee mots full 
adlud abſdlute to our purpoſe then this? - 
5 an, zof Euſebius a teftifieth, that the Churches 


el 


3 af the moſi famous Cities, were in their 
e L. 3, 28 conſtitutioꝝ fixſi; but one. ordinary con- 

f 3. 13. Rtant Congregation, feruſa/gm d, Ephe- 
£41. ſue, eAltxdandriat, Hierapolis g, Co- 

h 33%» rinth b, Sardis i, &c. This being W, then 

4 *. i foll gms, that primatively they were ig- 
dependaut, and food not uoder any 0+ 

ther Ecxleſiaſtical aurhotity, out of theme 
ſelees. ad; 


verſ, ad excommunigations,&c. according to the 


Ep,adS0/- publike Gangregation by the Minister. 


Epiſt. eon. 


Nicæ. c. . ſent. 5 


ö — Eccl. biſt. | _ 
| ER er,, 


* 


Ortho, & Apoſiles ntecept, ougbt to be done in the 


vie de. S thay taz iag Hcſt the peoples voice ot con · 


Ta ese wilk adde Epighotis ». 


1 Aibanaſo oli en faith, that K electiom, 
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1 W. Ambroſe, Cyrill, Hillary, and Ge- | , a 
ry anatn; Writers in one age 4» 8 
Touching Eeg eſiaſticall Government > 
thele io this purpple 1 Particular | 
Chufches way left ly "oraine their 
own Bilbops, Mr other Pcesb ters, Epi 
aſſiſting them b; and ts themſ elves * an. 
excommunicare fende 0 In rel * 1. * . 


380 


Sa repation there ou jr to be 2 
Se ef Tl 'T he 155 I of —x 
Hed s in he pc lee, ele with here 5, 
F ſpiriru Ilbridl er order Rc. ” "127 glerofi,ad 


Wha ore cer 7 pg bed that rhe thing Gal. 4-10 
for which he Fe 0. (IR juſt ified by at « Ada 
rheſe A rang "They bave hot writteh Ce. Aug. 
Vihoapuiably of the 2 burches of God ; Oyilin 


loupht to diladle tbem, Ma practiſipg lob, 20. 


Chrla; dnl; 'Fath ecd them to 0- 21. 


iber Ecclefiafticali authority, ont of them: 2 and. 
ſelyes : B at contrariwiſe” icktiowledged 27 lib. x. 


Aas the ST is) . uc ever ry. particular 5 . is 
5 gregirion 1340 pure ju unfdicklon Orat. fun, 


within it Rike a8 beter avdliberey + to de par. 


chuſe ber 9 Yi Oger excommunicate 


offenders, and. the like / 21 lay without 
| the 885 of Aead. , yea againſt 


bo if there bejuſt cauſe. ed & 
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21.6, c witnefle to this truth ; N. Auguſtine 8 

de int Che Chryſoſtome b, Bel e, Svrgresd, fd, 

De Sace. 146 e, Be nard f, &c, Moreover ſome 
1.3. c. 4. YT peu Bans 
© In Con, Couyſels baye granted ſo much; ang 
Monach, Chriſtian Emperours g by their Laws 
1 1,4 14, C confirmed it. Of all which it may be, 


{ 6,2, & 71 another time we ſhall baye. occaſion to 
Ki" . l 9 


e, 3575. ſpeak more fully. 1 
— Tas Toucbing Reformed Churches ; If we 


Ic. ca. Pay take the Confellion of their faith for 
3. Cax, ax teſtimony, ther ſurely we have, their con- 
Nic. Con? ſent alſo with ps. The Confeſſion of the 
330. Con Bohemian Churches h bath theſe words, 
Conctane: The K ez5(that 1s, Eccleſpafticall Governme!) 


6. Spords! and ia each ſeyergll Eccleſiaſticall Soc ictic, 
Codex. de (that is, ordinary Congregation) whither 
Epiſ,1,38. they be ſmall or grtar, Lo this the Cuurct· 
839. es under the Pa/ſprav3ilikewiſe concented 


Fall cs, Confeſſion k faith, Je i right when it * 
in thaend done vy the Churches voice ring. and the 
Fare 2. Hing on of hands of the ile. In 
| --- RArz 16, Confeſſion of the Freoch! | Churches is 
'F 3 oy ſame 3 ſo Auſpur ge m. Allo the pub- 
m Art. 


„ * tries n, acqurdeth.therewith. The Synod 
21581, Of Middellurgbo bath theſe 9 
1 2 0 


* 


Harm, For election of Minifters, the Helvetran | 


ique order ſer forth in the Low. Gaus. 
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the election of Miniſtert be in the power of 
the ¶ bur ch, and let it be done by voices pmb- 
likely in the Temple. The Synod of Tille» — 
bur gh in Naſoyia, determined the like, as 
Zepper its 4 writeth, s a Pol. Ee 


. = 


There is extant a publike order, pub- in fine. 
liſhed iv Middelburgb, Anno 1602. a- 
greeing with all the former; vix. Mini- 


| ſters muſt be choſen with the free conſent of | 


the Elders, and the whole (ongregation, By 

tbe like authority as they were elected, they 

may be depoſed: But nothing herein muſt b D. hi. 

be attempted , without the determination of tak. de 

the whole (kurch, Cont, que3 
For Concluſion now of this thing: <a A 

Howſoever, I baye alleadged the opini- 3 Cat. 

on of many learned men: Notwithſtan- 9.27 lo *. 

A is the Word of God, which I ap- c. 32. 

peale unto, for to have the matter in con · Suſclif. 


troverſie betwixt us, onely tryed by. And def. Pont. 


Rom. I. 2. 


c. 9 
7.132. 


herein I doe no more, then others doe, 
which know, tbey bave the truth on their 


fide, namely, to call their oppoſites unto B. Jew, 


the Seriptures, and to require of them, to Apol, part 
Hand unto the undeceiveable ſeutence 2. c. 5, 

and judgement thereof. = 50 

Tus the Proteſtants b do with the Pa- kee PP = 
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pins: Aud the Reformiſts c againe with 
thew. And for tlas purpole bath Zan- 
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48 Syons Prerggativei 
with the reft, ro the decree. then madd 
Obſerve what D. Woitaker replies ui 
Bellarmine, deny ing the multitude to flat 
called: It was alwales (iith he) che piſſe 
ctiſe of the Apoſtles in common caſes, id 
call the whole Chuich togetber: aud Ac 
doubt but they did ſo here. Now them 
was no need to have it mentioned, ſeeiſti 
5 it — 9 been their conſtant 2 fare 
merly ſo to do. Mr, Parker a aftirny, 
750015" be lame: So the Autbors of the Cent. 
pag. 108. And it ſeems in ¶ brian: c time, iſt 
126,334. Church was not deprived of her rightk 
6 Cent. 1. herein; howloever the Papifts d in thqv. 
: . 49 dayes teaeb otherwiſe, and others do 6 
5.8 $47» therwiſe praQiſe. ET | 
10. 4. 4 Howloeverthe Church at Antioch, ſelſs 
Epiſt 6, ſome Brethren, with Paul and BarnabJth 
d Bell, de unto the Cburch at Jeruſalem : notwii]O 
C-1c. fl ding (and let it be well obſerved) iim 
7:46 94x. did not this as being a dependant bod 
39. and ſtanding under another Eccleſiaſtiqio 
authority out of themſelves, For as Miu: 
e bol. Ece. Parker e excellently proves it, the Chun 
1,3. c. 20. at Antioch at tais time, had abſolugls 
5.301. & power io, and for her ſelfe „to have e 


1 14. f | ded rhe controyerhe 3 and might h f pr 


done it: I lay, in teſpect of authoritſtb 
"MN ___ _withouſ 


. 


Syd Priroſenyꝭ: 13 


{| Fifi icquaiuting therewith ã8y biber 
Congregation at all. To the ſame purpole 


made chooſe freelie of that Congrega- 

tion: as knowing ibem to be beit able, ta 
relolve the controverſie. | 
„ 7. The thing then zuck tbere Fader 
Ned was divine Scripture, impoſed upon 
Al other Churches of the Gentiles, al- 
dougb ibey bad no delegates hers 
$9.22, 28. cb. 6. 4. 

1.8. Again if we conſider the ad 
| W- Antibch and Jeraſalens which w 


we 


Officers of both Churches, otdivarily ro 
bi meet together, for election of miniſters; ad- 
¶ viuiſtration of the Key,, and to decide by 
idioym authoritie other caſes aud conwyo- 
| verfics, And therfore no grœuν]R lf dl to 
rqwarrept the prafiicg for Which ade es 


8 ip alledged. 
el edge Anzogeed 


% When: the Prelales alle 
proue the hierarch yilawfull; obſerue how 


Fagothet laytb, (a) The Chureh of Antioch ( 4) * 
tent not to Jeruſalem, as beifi Bound! in White, . 


Iauety thereto : But in regard t daz the Cone, 
Fchief place of Religion 3 therefdre they xt I 


he; | 


ey are ge, > l * | 
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about 200 miles; (Yi i is not ptbbable 6) be ve 
b, that there was any corbbination''of the Fol. 96. g 
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the Apoßfles, in cales alike, conſtelike hs bar 
oblerued. ..- 3 6 h 
If this reaſon bo good (at indeed: it 58) of 
ag int them. Then it is de leſſe ſo, hi 
gaiuſt Preſhzteries and Synods, Now if the ſhe 
green: t of Provincial and Alationalt Exe 
Spnade beyuly copſidered , it will eaſily de; 
appeare, that they are ge more like to £0 
what was don in A4. 5. Then an apple 
iz like s aut. For they medled nat with ON 
any act oh Church TAK pa but left ſo 
the ag las they ought to doe) to the ad=P bf 
niakation. of the particular Churches: 
where as on the contrary the matters now! os 
handlad in Preſtyteriat and Synodi, ite little ui 
elle han hat ape taines tothe keys. 
2. Hel een bovyſoeuer the 
Cbntches of the lewes in the old Tefla · ec 
men . hed man; particular Sinagoguetijſa 
notwithſtanding thate was a priaritte ur 
wer over chem. land they were all (abor« 
diese. tt it : and honee {as 4 r iehbf 
ovghtpbmſotobes |: | | « 
Anfers. It is 8 gat miſtake in-fu 1h 
as make the particular Synagagues of vu 
Ener =o: to 0 ed, anded 1G 


iu 


12 24 
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Sys TY 2 | 
. Parts or members of that National 5 
Church; neither could tbey haue the vic 
Pl the moft lolemne parts of Gods wor- 
pip, as were the ſacrifices; neither could 
Abe cbiefe miniſters of their Churches, 
xecute theit office in tbem, but a they 
4 425 vpon rhe Temple in eraſes 


1 


K. or as they bad one ovely Tabernacle) 043 

'bne Temple, one biph Prieſt, one Alta: 

| d tbither muſt the people bring all their N 

Bacrifices./a tithes, aud offrin 5; Aud to, 2 2 

Pffer them otherwbere, Hood thould be 1 25 9. 

ſſputed to that man, 6 and he would be 10. 29 

kut of from amon bis people, - re,. 

But particular Churebes now, doe ſtand Rx. 29. 
in no ſuch depeudaucie, for they axe in all 1 25 

| cctefiaftical matters equal a and of the E757 

| lame authoritie zud ower, co et ia 7 355 

Pence , furniſhed with Chritpower | 5 

u and preſence, aud by the word and will © = 735 

ffGod the mare noy within eee a 
charlotte ſpi irityal pr iviteges, p «1 5 54 

Les, Office Offcire' adi 


enkel end e nnd in a Hef. 25, 
ord, | wharſobuer ptomiſe or bleffiog of 7 * 
God il beftowed on the Church on earth 6. 
apart conſideted. 55 by 25 
KY And to apply this beethr to the* beg. 
Da. purpoſe, * | 
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| high P 7 teſt ſer aver the reft j in whole per-. 


the high Prieſt. And thus the Pſewdo-l; 
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52 Syons' Prerogntives - | 

purpoſe; If we are ta fetch the formeofh , 
Gouetument, for the Church now from ri 
the Iewiſh Church: Then I doe not lee). 


but it muſt follow neceſſatilie, that as in 
that repreſentative (hurchj , there was au 


ſon and admiaiſtrationʒ the ĩepreſentation 
of the Church was moſt perſpicuous : ſo; 
there muſt be in all National and Pro. 
Lincial Sy nods (accounting themſelueg if 
properlie Churches ot bodies Eecliraſticall 5 
one officer ouer the reſt, and as it were 


catholic i. Church of Rome hath a vaiverſal, 
Biſhop the Dope over it: the Epiſcopal 
Churches repreſentative , eArc-Biſhops -; 
and 24 f h. ouer them : Ando az 

ad equate thould the Synods and Preſ- ft 
bytertes. haue their officers ouer them, and {| 
thete fhould alwayes be one or more fþ, 


1 Miniſters ouer the Church of Miniſters 3 
And to, ſay the very truth, this forme of Ii 


7 


PL. 


* 


Clach· Oovermmnont fetch from the Ileus, 


r ̃ nn 
as it better ſuirs with the Prelates id Eng- 0 


land, then the Presbyterers: ſo fits it t 
the . Papiſts better then either of theme 
both : For thete is one bead ot yicar ge- 


nerall ouer the Catbolick yilible Conc 
WO EIEORY Cn ⅛—ů˙w- 


Sens Prevogative,” 58 


Mas they ſpeake) as there wig ape bigh 
Frieft over the whole viſible Churcl 
ö hep, ; b : « : , 8 | ' 2 2 * 5 p 
3. If the repreſtnratine Chinch at Te- 
Juſalem be a plar forme vato ys, far out 


"KHhere not onely was brought caſes hard & 
"Fifficalt to be opened according to the 
Ew, but alſo there was the dayly ſacrifices 
*dffred, and moſt ſolemn ſeruſces perfor- 
jj ed tor the whole national Church mor- 
"ping and euening continuallie 'withour 
Pe preſence of the bodie of the'Church ; 


n E/ders onely. There muſt be not onely 
Ide vic of the keyes , for ordination of 
" Ffficers,excommunicationof delirquents. 
| Far there muſt be alfo the reaching of 
Ide word, and the adminiſtration of both 
Pacraments (which are moſt ſolemn ſer - 
f ices) whitber the peeple be preſent or 
$0; The inference is cleare abd certaine, 
er to imagine à power of Chtiſt in a 
hurch of Officers for the vſe of one ſo- 
Emu Ordinance out of the communion 
f the body, and not for an other, is alto- 
ether without ground fromm ibe Tewiſh 
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*Fepre ſentatiue Churches now! then a 


ho ir ſhould be now in our repreſentatiye . 
[ burch conſifting of Pariſh Miniſters aud 


Plurcb. 23 1. Je. 
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0 Syons Prer ogative. 
x 4a. To fetch the outward forme o 
U 418 chuts Coueruent from the lewil] 
'F | Church „is to renuethe old Teftamen 
or lawy which ſo long! ſince is pore 

| and aculled as bauing the ſhadow q 
a Heb: 8. good things to come. (ker to {peak 

:3.& \ properly the old Teſtament is nothin 
| x0,7. bat that external politie ĩnſuituted . 
li . I Moſes; in the judicial and ceremonid 
| 40 law, for. the diſpenfation of the ypic 
| kiogdom ad Preft-hood of Chrift : ſh. 
| b Heb, 3. dowed, ons by that of (6) Melchiſede 
1 & 6, wi Prieſt: repreſented by the ad 


tiogs of Moſes and Aaron : an 
N. 18. hafter haue in the (6) Prefibood q 
4 2,Chro. the Leuites , arid Js kiagdome of Pau 
| IN 8 / and bis ſonnes till L tit came. Now | 
| - Iudi nic were for the Gouert 
[ wat of regation civilly ) at 
4 fiene 8 d doe not bind any Ciuil politi | 
lane it they were of Civil equitic : ſo at 
1 ide ceremonials (which were for th 
| Church Pblitie) deadly: I ſay enery orde 
and ordingnee thereaf(being worldly ag 
carnal,) may not he retaind by an Churc | 
{age as any of them baue new life g bias : | 
b y Chrift. 
ob el: 3. Eu laced examplen;we com v 10 | 


— 933220 


Sem Prixopetiph, 75 
1 b Eeclefuſtical: And here it s affirmed 
that the power and ᷑celeſiaſtical jaxiſdi- 
ction which Prefhyteries and Sy nadi ex- 
erciſe over laundry partieular Churches, ic 
'J ho dther then what hath been the auoient 
practice of the Charches and YOu „ 
| God heretofore, * Rec | 
Anw. If ſome late hes me de aner : 
credited. This combination of Miniſtets  — > 
into Preſbyrnies aud Se, 4 Aemiſe , BilſoÞ 
lately (a) e of c for in all anne ore perpet. 
lot hh nor upp art any mne-flepthertof; B But Go verm. 
t Grneua ſuijecting ps = this way £19» 
firſt began. c 3 Calvin oanutbir her ö Jae. 
A ile Charcher (how fmralt ſome) eps ver 4 
x | Hier in themſeines 70 prattice auen ann cap. &. 
| Ante 15165 FP. 138. 
| 2. Bu! left ir{bould be thought; that o Bauer 
thefe men ſtanding for tbe tn; cab. 22 
wrote partiallle in che point? e will 2 * 
therfore lay their teftirnobie aide And C. Gompl: 
om their writings (againſt whom to cb:p· 92. 
dach exception can be taken, eke +6 93,94- 
bind our the Amine, or tracker the Ve dHooker, 
vile of Claſfer ant Synods. n £257 Eccl. Pol. 
| During" the; whote time khat the — 
Apoſtles Were du eureh, all Peokefiaftical”' ?:? 
2 was-conlined aud bound within 
- | the 


16 Jens Prerogaliut. 
the limitts onely of one particular con- 


- 113 and did not ſtreteh bejond the 
Me This e haue ſhewed before, ro 


+ ®thermbere,.. For the firſt hundred yeares * 


10 Icular - Churches had alwayes as the Cer. 
b Cent.I 


| ? Toi in chemſelues', to elect and ordaine their 4 


own Officers, to reject heretickes,excom» | 
I municate offendors. And neither did any 
/ Eccleliaſticgl perſon ot perſons take vpon 
\ tbemlelues , Eceſeſiaſticall jurildiftion 
455 ö over many Churches, but were tyed vnto 
Fx 


that particular congregation onely;, of 


* 


R 2 a ——— — — 
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„ hey wereeleRedintooffice, I 70 * 


which they were members, aud by which f 
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Syons Prerogative. 52 
2 or 6: publick meeti gs of Miniſters, 


Meotioned in (a) Euſebius, (6) N icephorus 41 5. ce 
and others, to be in this Centurie: How- 23. 


ſiuſtly ſuſpected; conſidering they can 50. 
lcarſe tell, where chef meetiogs were, 
por who was preſent, Norwhar the oc- 
ſions were of weeting togither : yer 
akin it pro confefo,rbat lo it waszit proues 
othivg for the power of Preſbyteries aud 
Synods as they are nom: For they clai- 
ned not jure divino any Eccleſiaſtical ja- 
iſdition ouer many Churches; they 
medled not with ordicatiod;cxcommy- J 
Pication: but all that can be patbered 
rom old Writers of any etedit Is,that the 7 
nett of their owa accord to? * 
ſpatuallie tagither of the common - 
Paires of the Churches, as partly to be (if 
. bey could )-of one iadgement and pra - 
Rice : partly to ſuppreſſe the known 
Serefies of that age. If we paffe to the 
ext Centurie that! is from Seyerarto Dio. 
Peri anr raigne, which is to the yeare of 
briſt about 295. here neither {hall we 
id inany approued author, a combina. 
ion of Pariſh. Miniſtert, and Lay-Elders 
Nato — and Sy nods, clay ming a 
1 Ds greater 


— - — — _ 


oc ver the truth of tbe matter may be 4%. 3. . 


b. . 


a & Bf [6 Eceleſiaſt ical hy tories , that neighbe 


55 5 


| ſo autbeatick and virtual: as euery co 
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8 Syonr Prevogative; 
greatet power and authoritie then eyey 
particular copgtagation bad. We read 


. 


8 


Minifters met lomtimes when there 's 
any dangerous errour braun or rig 
die pots: to be determined: | 
Bat let them ſhewes:vs.r : That var 
ticuler congregations: did ikis not of 
bertie, but of dutie aud as being boun 
thereunto hy anf poſtolick inſtit utiõ. 2. 
thoſe meetings + Minifiers of :func 
Churches, they medled ( and that prise 
\Pallic) with excommunication ani arc 
vation of Eccleftaftical Officers: anti le 
noi theſe things to each pattitular Chut 
& peculiar adminiſtratiens belonging 1 
$0 them. 3. That whatfuener was co 
cluded in theſo aflemblyes; the ſame wi 


regation (hae meſſengers were pt 
iy ought (nolens wolens) toreceiue thy 
acts and ſentences; aud mought 1 
(tbough ibey iudged i ir fit) practice qui 
contrarie to what the others had dey 
mined and agreed vpon. 
Thus we haue ſhewed that For or] 
{pate of 200 or 300 yeare in alt anti 


#6 (if 7 * webe me pureſt of 


. hom, . oy, AC ua e uY.. an r e ee 


dem lng ad Card. 
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in to de- Caſaubon 
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60 Yyons Prerogatiye. | 
And becauſe this could not be affected 
by the power of the word (that is the 
fword of the Spirit ) they procured the 
helpe of worldly Goveronours to compel f 
and force all people by penall laws, taf 
yeeld obedience to whaiſoeuer theſe Sy- 
nods or Eounſels (how falſe ſoeger) did 
agree and let down, and thoſe that con: 
' tradite] the lame, were for ir to be caſt | 
out and condemned as hereticks, And f 
- chus in ſhort time it came to paſſe chat 
particular Churches were no longer free 
ge independantz neither could de \ uffered 
(as before they had dos) to exercile i in and 
zmong the mlelues Eccleſiaſtical Gouern: 
ment, and all other religious ordinances, * 
but ſtand now vnder on other Eccleliafti- 
cal authoritie out of themſelues. Viz, 

Counſels and Synods. 

And here by the way, I de ſice the Reader 
to_obſerue, that how ſoeuef the Church! 
Gouernment left by the Apoſtles was 
now rejected: notwithſtanding. that 
which came next in place, was not the 
Preſbyterian or Claſſical way: but indeed 
the Papacie and Prelaciezſo that howſoc⸗ 
ner they are both from the earth, and! 
en if Sec which taac no 


— 2 —— Cons — — — > —— — — — 
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| Syons Prevogative: 67 
ad ot in Cbriſts Teſtament; yet 1 doe with 
be Fonfidence aftirme it, that of the two 
he fowlocuer I lay vnla wfull both) yet the 

Pouerument by Arch-Biſhops and Bi- 


8 Bop; is the more ancient, _ 
'] But before I end with this anſwere,! 


id deſire all mien in all places to take Know- 


i Pf Cotaſels of Synods z but doe bold 
bat diüerſe wen of diverſe Chutches 
ar Pay [awfally Be affemble together; to 
; onſult arid aduiſe of matters concerning 
eligioa, and the wofſhip of God, for 
heir inftruQion aut better information 
f their indgments ; and lo a good and 


laim jure divino of a power & Eceleſiaſli- 


ber for the adminiſtration of diſcipline 
N avy other thing: this I do deny, 38 


les taught the Churches to practice: and 


0 FP that \which the primatiue Churcbes. 

d Nragifed, 200 or 380 yeeres: : 
„e li reformed Churches are Gouer: Ohl. 

4 ed by Preſtyteries and Sygods, 5 
0 Hal. ; 1, That is eugugh if we ſay Anu. 
* 5 | 4 


ioly vie may be thereof, But that any Ec- 
leliaſtical perſon or perſons,ſhould make 


Fir juriſdiction over many Churches, ei- 


edge, that 1 doe not condemne all vſe 


being contrarie to that which the Apo- 
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with Chip: rom the begining it was no 
lo. Inold time e find this dodrine wel 
liked Sangtofum patrum conſtiiutioner 4 
proximiores fuerunt Chriſto agnoſcamms| 
And 155 many others baue taught the 
lame: 6 Thoſe orders (laych Sanders the baly 
martyr), be mot. pure that comte mol nigh to te 
the example of the primatiue Church. And 
c Millet ſpeqkes_ the like: As waters bt 
cleareft that be neereft the fountaine; 
+: therefore as 85 aid in the. Council al 
Ni ice, to ſay 1 „ 'N ageaie n ro. 
Hold Pill the old cuſtomes, 
2, When the Papifts alledge the De 
crees of Synods, the opinions of fathers, 
the cuſlome of men, and practice of che 
Church, for their dilcipline,obſerue how 
the P,. eſhyierers doe anſwere to it. We 
(lay. they 4) iudge it of {mall farce in con, 
f rouerſy of religion,zo b be wrged with the barg 
ſentences of Fathers , or with decrees ak and 
conſels ,, much leſſe wit h rece ined Cuſtom 
or with gf ihante of time, for we adm 
v0 other is dpe in matter of faith then Ged 
ame pronounced in bis. verd. Ane 
Io ſay we againft ther, in ibis controverſy 
between che mM and ys 2 4 "I 
"The Taft ptincipa argume bt is from 
Reaſon, 


Y | Sy Proyogatinh; a 5 65 ys 15 
no Jen. Kad hert (a) Papiſts, 6 Prelates, 4 Sculti, 


wel and Prefbyterers joyntly together, tel © 
E # Hors if people bed te liberty which. . 
pe bere plead for: manyfold diſorders 1 


= 


Hierarch 


aAnarc, 


11. . 


tha oat el and dilcipation of Churebes He of 
alyFould follow. : . - She Cbnz; 


þ 100; Kefer. When God bark ebablllbed 63; 47 
\nd n. order; for: the 2dminiftretion of bis 73" Biggs > 


$ bt wes, bauſe , what. preſumption of man , gainſt 
ne; ares change i it *F binkes be that be i is Feſt. 
1 aj riſer then che Anighty; and can by bis Pref: 


te $0olith way and deuiſe briag more peace 
Id brei to Chrifts Church, then the 


Def ay if the all wiſe God? But what will 
ers, ot duſt and aſhes preſure to doe,againſt 
chef is maker ; and that forſooth . ich a ſhew 


00 if a conuenieneie, nd to correct and re- 
Mierme that which tkey -conceine to be im- 
ol rfe& ip his doitgs. But it ſeewes in the 


5 ein time, thefe little conſider how 
an | dreightly the Lord hath forbidden ſuch 


ratiles and what dreadfull plagues be 


th, hreatneth again them for it. 


. If the people delerue to ſooſe their 


And riviledges i in * Chorch Gouernment, be- 


Muſe of ſome abuſes committed in the ex. 
Mrciſe thereof: then by ſamereaſo zit will 
ono, that Pfeſtyuries and Spneas mult 


- = — 


oh 1 f lay 
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e geen, vun fut i 
ly do thar Ecctefiaft Wa fd 
— Km which -3bey babe ae _ aa 
© Churches ; becagſe in meny i unge tbe 
baue n teffe offended in theit adminin 
Atrarions, what Copnlels and Synoils baue 
been formerly, bow full of rage, yprbres, 
„ ©optention ambition, appeares in — 4 
. Lenden, words, who was 4 Elder 
Fi. lam winded ((aytl 
. of B. ſbops, 
af gaod event in any cel, 
throught. marueilo ns ambition and defire of 
cantemi en, things" out of order were not re- 
medica, ade worſe,.; 2 


- "0, 0 


13. If the;peoples joficmities! be 3 aa 


tealos Unt they Jooſe their right] 
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lay dowy that Ecctehaftical PEP 
which they baue aſſumed over. many 
N Churches ; becagſe in many things they 
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